
MATZAH 

What is the meaning of Matzah?
                               
Matzah is both a reminder of our past and a sym-
bol of our future.  It was first used to celebrate
the spring festival when our farming ancestors 
threw out their sour dough — the leavening — 
and baked unleavened bread to welcome the
New Year.

Later the Matzah became associated with the 
Exodus from Egypt.  As the Torah says, “And they 
baked unleavened bread from the dough which 
they brought out of Egypt.  There was not
sufficient time to allow it to rise, for they were 
fleeing Egypt and could not wait.”  Matzah 
recalls the slavery of our ancestors, their triumph 
over tyranny.

In our own generation, Matzah has become a 
symbol of hope, urging us to speak for those who
do not yet know freedom.  We who celebrate 
Passover commit ourselves to the continuing
struggle against oppression.  We become the voic-
es for those locked within prison cells, for those
exiled from their homes, their families, their com-
munities.  We who know freedom are the
guardians of their ideas.
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